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frying-pan aside for the present, no sooner had the old
farmer gone away, but he, making some excuse to go into
the yard, met him backwards over the fields, and pulling
out a couple of pistols quoth he to the farmer: " Stand,
sir," The farmer replied: " Why, how then can I fetch
you eggs for your horseshoe and bacon?" Said Gray:
" Deliver me that bag under your arm, and I can buy
myself eggs without being beholden to anybody." The
farmer made a great many words about his money, but
Gray offering to shoot him through the head, he not only
parted with it without any further denial, but also suffered
himself to be tied hand and foot.
Gray, having obtained this booty, soon laid out twelve
pounds of it for a horse and a couple of guineas for two
pairs of pocket-pistols; and being now (as he thought)
qualified for a true-bred highwayman, his next attempt
was upon a Scots pedlar, near Cirencester, in Gloucester-
shire, taking from whom his whole pack, valued at about
sixty pounds, and a hue-and-cry being expeditiously sent
after him, he was apprehended and committed to Gloucester
Jail, from whence he made his escape in a short time, by
setting it on fire, and thereby smothering three of his fellow-
prisoners to death.
One day, drinking at Pancras, and espying a coach and
six horses coming from Highgate, he presently mounted,
and meeting it in a narrow by-lane attacked the gentle-
man who was in it, from whom he took forty-eight guineas,
and then robbed the coachman, postilion and two footmen
of about fifty shillings. Not far from the same place he
assaulted a Justice of the Peace coming from Hampstead,
and taking from him a silver watch, and about sixteen
shillings, he bade him observe what oaths he had sworn
(which, to be sure, were not a few), to the end his Worship
might make him pay for them in case he should ever be
brought before him for any misdemeanour.
He then committed several robberies in company with
Edmund Eames and William Bigs, particularly on the
2nd of January, 1713, when they stopped a coach coming
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